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[MPORTANT MESSASE OF MAYOR HALL,

Risums
Legislation,

The Melropolitan
How It is Spent,

What the New City Goverument Ifas
Done and What It Preposcs to Do.

Statement of the Pinances Up
to May Day.

Local and Federal Taxation
Compared.

Proposed Snle of City Property and the Pro-
bable Result Thereof,

The Advantazes of the Departmental
fysiem of uoverning.

Yeslerday alterneon, at two o'elock, the Board of
Atdermen aud the Bourd of Asstetant Aldermen med
for the transaciion of business. The Mayor sent his
annuil message Lo both Boards, and (& was, on mo-
Lion, received and orderad to be printed,

GENTLEMEN OF THE CouMMON Conxolrni—

The city chareer réguires an annual message from
the Mayor apd reports trom the ey depurtinents.
'the inteolicn of the reqoirewent s to furolsh in-
rmeiion 1o our eunsiiinents, a8 well as to adord
mslerial lor the pracileal  ¢o-operation ol clty
eilleinls,

Copies of these annual reports are hereto annexed,
el us mearly te the ciose of the mmuateipal
FUAT (151 0=T1, ApTi) a8 i1 Is pussible wo conform their
nMurrative or statisties to o period which best agrrees
will e systom of work establisiied by each de-
pariment for s owi convenlenee. They are tho-
rongh o efoertalion ano do et need elucidation
O eXplaaation.

ey

Bdfore  juoctsding o generdl  commenta a
fow afptsties stould b2 premizsed. New York
J=lond Dus an ared of twenty-two square miles
and twenty-mne miles of watsr [ront, aboat three-
fourtl of  wineh  siréiches gl e Hudson
aud BEo-t vivers and the remanige one-fourth upun
the Horiem yiver and Sparién Davvil créex, The
ALPECE, Toads alid avenuds measare 460 miles. Two

Wetidrad gnd wpety-ole uiles of thess are paved:
60 miles are un de Nineteon thousand gusigioes
Are buried eve ht At the puoile expense Lo
light tiis ared, water front and extent of streeta.
MLl Lhe duriic : F 1 *are M0 wiles
ul Urobon water jHu miles of sewera, 1
we greep! tho jusi = the punioer of our

COUSUHLUGITS 15 42204 Odle thousand borse rallway
(UM T about twelve thousand lUeensed
vehicles  anid quile 8% ANy more  private

velioies coilipuglly traverse the thoronghinres anad
subject thein toaucreasing wear,  TL s elattued thit
4,000 Lurses are  coustantiy stabled or used witiuo
the city lint U Fle b ey of Moy st reileving

} L sintioned on bBroad

D IRLCE ST

Wy, 0L
purt the nu
A. M. unul

gulations u

b LTEVE L VIV

veding WOorlh ol lopangn
murginniise, ex ecie, Wis lmported tuto
this eily,  Dmddog e same pariod New York ¢

piadd the government £1950,000,000 for datles on g
purtE, gl 100 vaiue of exporis, eacinsive of spects,
Wiis #251,000, 0,

tonds, And by many reprosentative taxpayera, that
precedures s gonerally acquiescod In shonld by
cou oldated, That (nsiend ol sevoral Loards of Ap-
portionment, epch independent und Lot only actige
Withont coneert, bul intereringy, there might
be only oue of wdiusting aud restealmine power,
That insiend of distibuting responstnliey  foy

exienditures among twealy oficuus  pnd then
viding  tiat responsibilit with  the DLeglse
Wiy, 0 might be centrod Ino u few, There-

upon wn aot wad Iotrodaced constdtpling suen @
vaurd UI’A;-pu-mu::tumt. and naming As nemberd

of a Year’s Local

Toxation and |

& Mayor, Conptroder, the Comudssioner of Publie
\I\"u:-li':{:!fd\::w 11 e nt of the Departinent of Pui-
He Parks, Tlus selection was wade becanse cach
| one of the persons 1o thuse 1osts Lad held a varicty
| @1 eiwctive and appolotive oMoes In the ety and

connty durine the past tweuty years, were the

weolars (0 pablie service of @il the city and county
als, and weee therefore presuned to be best and
pughly aeqabnled with (he want:s and exigen-
cies ol that service. The act also vunmdw-lnw'o\l-
sion mdbng  thelr apgréegate  apnoortionineht 10
LWo per eent upon @ uXed valuaion of property
pde by another board—that of Commissioners
of Tnxes onod Assessments,  composed of two
democrils and two repiblican-—wio  had always
mxed a6 mod who bhad alrewdy  approsimalely
wareriained v betore this propositlon of apportiois
ment wons troached,  There could have beeh limitn-
tioh mane oniy by such a Board, becauss estimates
Bad already been mads by (he numerons Bopds

and only Ly the new system could adjustinent an
redneiion then be jande, hmmediately upon the pro-
position becoming  publle (here aross 1 cetlain
Auarters nconsistent  and iguorant deanneimiion.
It wus inconsisten! necause it suspecied joobery
wihien the plan preseated Lmutaton of expendiinre,
and granied power to one Bourd tn place of the un-
lunlted power of approprintion exisiing tn several
independont  Boards, t was iguorant, Deecsuse
averring the provision unconstitutional and  unpre-
codented, wien the ke plan had been ten  or
fiitecn voars in constant existence and haid ander-
gone the oidenl of constitutional challeage at the
Dby of the higitest Stae conrt.

TIE RAYE OF FILED TAXATION,

However tue plan Lins becoms & 2iaLtory one, and
Tor two years, A modulention of 1t was male betore
adoption  beeanss the otate taxes for 1571 oo
chargeible to our city and county) were aseartamed,
slnce the mil of Plon was Inwodued, to excesd in
pmonnt that for 1870, The rata of fixed tpxation
WHI thereiore be two por cent on ihe aforementicned
Oxed valuation in additon to the fracaonal per cent,
UECE 2T LO pay the State tax excess just spoken of.
The vmoant of fixed valuniton (8 1,075,000, 000—
TWO per ceut on ks makes $21,600,000, The ¢xcesa
Ol State 1ax Tor 1871 over 1570 18 $1,500,000, s0 that
Oy pe  B00,000 will e ratsed this year by taxatlon—
of which 86,741,006 15 will be needed for our pro-
| portion of State taxes, aboul 81X mtllons for in-
terest, aboni two wlillons awil w il lor edneation,
ahout three wiillons or police, about a unllion tor
pubie chariies and correciion and another milwn
for Five Department,.  The operation of the Lo per
cent bill, 50 tar, 10 redicing expenses, in prevent-
{hyg sehemes agaiost the Trepsury, and arresting
throughout overy department that temiency to ex-

Certmin peculturities of the city and Ita people |

sy be servicenbly recalled. New York 13 the cos
100 3 e [ the giobe, People of al! nat i
ties, B < ahd diverse oréscs inhobin it,
Lvery g halal o nnRo nature 18

@ wWithin its la ‘ury devedopnient of mi
uriule, povery, s and erime 14 here to be [o
To the evil monitesdanon< a2 well na the excellent
al our ity thie every cilige contricutes, 1t s a
pe Lo sew Yors popuaiation thai, contcib
1o, 8= 10 15, by all parts of the worla, locs! pride
lops Wilhin our iy under itneressing iMicuty.
Every other cily seemms to have e polplt sod fes ein-
ZeNB WOre prone
Lo pplofiEe lor or seeeen s least o act Kindly to-
words, the dejects and fanis o [ellow clitizens aud

lFom wolives of iovsl loyalty, 10 not |
Rocelpis from January 1 60 Apri 50, 1871, .

rilers, Topographicaliy our cily Is pecullar, because |

I Is long and parrow  and joeks ¢lreamlereonce !
of mmmedinte  rmral o subuaibs, The suburbs  are |
really tribuiary clies divided from New Yurk by

wide rivers, fy sixty pur cent of the daily |

husibess fuha i=uf New York owo or reat their
resiGelioes (o T ciging conpiry, and whiie their
wWoves and chidren wre practicolly under the govs
ernnent of viher civges alel councles nid even stites,
e bistness luteresis aml fecurity of persons sun
[eropert s
government of Sow York oliy, saud They sce more
sl b Wnine wlieoe they Wove uo donis
Thus, whne | possesses, as will be
i many of furegoing refervnces,
ivantpges jor deveg o of eommercs wud
rreferences L how diticult 1 1= to
‘W VeXallous it Frdiers 1o ey aud

4 acceptable uanicl-

Aller o 0
e e

tment of thils cliy—all of which huve

of the 1mauly wen are proctically under the |

e |

| muans for payment

bean from time 0 e compluined abonl and re- |
Jerrod 0 annal messges of mavors of bol par-
ties —thHe exisang mukcpal system want lufo ope
¥ ] 1008 Feal nge.  We spuply returned then 1o
e of our ity government. 1= sys-
fdentical with that iclh prevalls in
of toe el in the Ut it we had
f avogstomed 1o something elss that this
sl WOLURLEY recmved i 2o gqualiers
[ b becoine In some puriisan
Wi A it ol the goveroent ot
Ne orka o 1, Whai i= this sysvem? The
Comuonalty elsct the Mavor. Execuabive duties are
f=trut o eleasilied among many departinonts.
Pl Masor appotbis the pesds of depariments,
I e se hends Rupoint thelr rubordinates,
Tne Common  Contigd  or  legislative  depart- |
ment 1 diled by eloclion. The oldest legal tribunal—

i

Conrt of Common Pleas—id g court of hinpeach -
mient, before which the Uommoen Coancll may pre.
fer charges agninst 1he Mayor, or the Mayor in his

TUrn prepare e« agalnst the ety departments.
How these departments opern:e, anl what subjects
thes appropriatesy take chasge of, will be discovered
10 ihe reports. Bome of Liese depariments are con-
tiobied Ly boards ad  commlssioners, and com-
ment contiuues W be wade upon e glieged lncon-
sistency of wmaintainimg boards sod commissions
slter, g# 5 wverred, the advocates for lndependent
ity government denounced them.  But no voe ever
aild  denounce  bourds and  comimnissions per o,
Fhey tuve Wways existed withun our locsl govern.
tent, The opposition was only 0 e conlraized
tide of appointing &l Albacy poards and commis-
#1008 of luoa nrrel, and without any volce whit-
Ever flom local officers of constituency In the up-
poIntineut.

Iogical and erroneous comiments have becn made
upken the receuudy suthorized (and whot s WP posed
Lir b B novel) mode of estimating, apporioning aod
ievying LY 1ax e city and couoly expenditures,
Inspussionate  examiuntion, however,
thsd the eysiein s 4 Coslomary one,
MIWRYS BEld, L TS Tespect, ah unomuions positon,
Everywhere elso local oficlnle made up estimntes
and reported them to the Boards of Supervisors, and
Lhereupon the jutter levied tuxXes Lo meel Uiose 5.
mates.  Heretofure the Legisluture made up our tux

hudgeta, T4 I8 true, the 100Al suthoriies sitem plid
Lo ke and did sulint estimates o Albaay,  But
Iliose were comparatively aisregardei,  And g

ciute 1o pass cach Scaion that when & tax ey ap-
peared it wag accompanted by & horde of Jbibers
ind clattmaots who, tarned aside by the local ag
lortues, souglit 1o und sometites did) lpose upog
iv-informed rural legisiiiors,

TUHE BOARD OF AFPORTIONMENT.

When the Metropoiitan Pollee law was enacted
[RAT) one of It provisions created s Board of Ap-
wrtlonment consisting of e Mayors and Colup-
rollers of Now York aod Brookiyn and the Cow-
tukssioners of Police, who met, estunated and Axed
e expendliures 1or |||-Iu:(- PATPHOSES 1N SWcH ensu-
g veur, Toey reported this awwount, sind It was
evied by the suporyisors, The Court ot Appeals held
the whole Inw to be constitutionsl, The provision
was found serviceable, amd accepied Ly the press
ald i, rthor metropolitan »1:_-il:|.'im|-ur-
Health, Central Park and Fire) pursned o stimline
comrse  for themselves in fixing estimates and
laxes, In the charter of 1570 the llke pro-
VISION Was Aph
Fullce, Henlth, Fire,
Ulinrities and Corcection.

Bulldings, Works, Park= and

travagance which 18 the pecuaitarity of 1he age, even
in private lfe, nas proved a periect answer to the
frenzed aliacks sl Were mnde upon it It wos to
b the Behemoth whoeh would trample down civie
Hherty and devastate our parks, Tt was to enrieh
all otliclals, corrupt the schoo's, polson our foun-
| taing of ehanties, and nittmately place the ¢ty mn
| the hands of a vigllinee commities,
| Constdered g i partisan aspect this limitatton of
respensitnlity and taxauon by the two per ceat
LI was impohue. U coneentrated responsibilily
oy expenditure, which hitherte had Leen shared in
undefinnble proportions by the mewbers of the
Legisiature, the Governor, the Sapervizors, the mem-
bers of the Common Conitell and & variely ol cliy
ofllcmis,  sueh conoentratlon of responsiolitty, of
course, now holds local party leaders to the sloctest
acconmialnliny to the people. 1t was a measure de-
sived by the peopie, and 1t had  the ef-
feer  at least  of  repressing & store of
claims and jobs,  Bat the presant was nov s favor-
nble tme o loitiate or (o practice great econony.
Ditriog the last diteen years 1he extravaganee of
some of the \rreapousiole departments and the mis-
Liken economy of others nad developed deflclencies,
Chiklms gl Jous, and hnd postponed necessary jm-
provements, ‘The congequence hng boen that the
restored ety government onnd teself o legatee of all
gnch freesponsible exiravaganoe, and, ar the same
thoe, a trostee for developing, and ot enhpneed cost,
i provements thaf, in jusiice to onr suceezs0rs and
{rmtprn_\" can no louger ba postponed, The Mavor
welieyes tnat the peeple are wuling, If they sec avall-
abie resuts of the expenditure, 1o incar a larger dabs
in order to tmprove the water front, repave streats,
flndsh boulevards, sapply defects In pewaze anad
draitage, ana, by means of widening, cutting anil
extording streets, adupt thoronghrares to the luture
deraats of the great American metropolis. A mil-
hon of datlars sponld be used for repaving the cob-
tie stened streeis in the districts east of Bowery and
south of Canpl =treet. An egual som ought 1o be
expeded for drongge and extending ewer heads
futo the piver, I s inst that old portions of the clity
ghould have thelr Croton msius repewed, and ob-
tan & donbiled o0 larger supply for water, There-
fere, however much the people demand economy,
wowever many of s ofleisl gssoolates diter
from hi, the Mavor 18 not willing to go on record
Without 4 weotest tn behalf of posterity against
the want of foresight aud generosty which =o
many of the texpayers of to-day  dlsplav
HT whase ¢l the o1ty oflcinls Lave
al endeavors, 1 iweuly
peuded within the next threg
| years New York oity, at wie expiration of ibat thme,
woulil be eftirely renovated.  Aud the Inereased
valtdion toereoy given to assessalle property, and
e wdditonal attracilons afforded to trade amd
eormmerete, cspecinlly at pottions of the ity which
Juave bedge Jong negheeted, would almost immediaioly
hgbten the bunden of 1axation by better distribng-
e i Outery figainst “plundercrs,” *Youbers,'
“high taxation “rolnons expenditare,” &o., bis
Been Beard in Sew York tor foriy years, Of conrse
thi outery Inerenses 1o volnme a8 the city expands,
hotany one who doubts the gtercotype  cliaracter of
the  ery may verty the fact by consaltiug, in the
istorlont  Labrary, continuous flies of New York
Jourtuis during the pertod meationed,
FINANMIE.
The Comptrolier's Report comes down to the endd

1 (]
D oresponded wil
| milions couln be e

Lol the tiscal year, Decemoer 31, 1570, hut sutistatis

un'ly the City Finances upon May-day may
summed up Thns:—
CURPOLALION OF THR C1TY OF NEW YORK.

Hate of the T e w p.
v e oo L0045

| fonr Commissioners of Taxes and

regulnrly bo earried to the sinking fund for the ro-
acmption of the caly debt,

The vidingnee created a comulative fona for a
Epociiie ohjeci—to wit, “the redemption of the oty
debt"—and that fend s not to be abrogated, in part
or whole, until the entire eity debt cau be fully pald
nnd cancelled,

The net proceeds of all real estate sold, and all the
olher revennes (o Uds (und, have been oifieally
reaged to e bolders of Uie stocka of the corpora-
tlon fur the piyment of thelr stock at matarity, and
this pledge cannot be withrraw n wilhoni a viclativn
of thie public faith, and such a violation of the pubil:
faith of 1he eorporation wonid teud not ouly to de-
peeciate the voue of the stocks of the elty uow out-
standing, bat reader it diteult to negotiate fature
loans on terms advantageous to the city, - I

Besides, o (he accumuiations of fnore than
twenty-iive years in this fung, =0 oiten referrad to
In the pablie documenis 60 the Department of
Fitnauee a4 held beyond all coniingencies for the f
redemption of the ciky dest, are cailcelied aud (he
Hlmgu thuns ofticially mmle and repeated to the

widers of the olty stoeks viclaied, It would create
osirus: bn the puble mind, sod especially oo the
DALt of trast companies, savings bauks, wrostecs
and forcten stockholders, A resull of which would
bt that Lorge amennts of stocks st cole upon the
murket, 1o be isposed o at prices far below thelr
real Vuus, and cause loss to those who have -
vested trast amd ofher fands in the secarities of the
corporation, aud relylug upon the pledge of the
as-ets of the ainking Tfond 08 A guarantee for the
payment of their imvestments at matarity or of thewr
remdy s, without losa, In case of ne essity,

Wit compensating beneflis would aecrng to Jus.
URY au nderference with tis fumd, In it8 preseut
Prozperons condition, hy canceling s assets, m
Wiole or in party  ‘The invesiments 1M ity sLOuks
are o e, not m form, a reduetion of whe city
debt tna ke amonnt. They are held or this apecite

mirpese, while the revenue arsing therefrom us

pierest goos wo lnerease the fund for the entive re-

demption of the ciy devl, the same as the rental
revenusd of former real estale before 1t was sold
(oW represented [n o hese as=els) n<ed to be pledged
10 tius objeer,  The nes ity mnded debt 18 unilormly
stuted 88 the balance rmualnlla% after deduciing
the entive assets of nis (und. The only possibe
colpen=aion ihat could be cialimed would Le the
sl e of txes for fntere:t on these luvestiments.,
Even were Lhils so it woulit not jueet the gase, as a
mueh lrger amount would be re juired to be ralsed
Ly axation (1 these assela are eancelled) to redeen
the stucks of the city, maturing frou year to year,

The eredit of the cily now rests on’ & firm basia,
bDicause 1t bas been Irequently demopstrated thul
the slpking fand, a8 now constitited, with Hs po-
cnumulations from luterests on its livestments and
other sources, will be found amply suiicient to puy
the elty debt a8 1l matures withont rosort 1o tMXa-
tion tor p dollar for thut purpose, except as provided
for i the case of Pablie Education stock and Float-
ing Debt Famd stock, The lupd for reducing the
city delt s apart from, and nn addition to the im-
mense property possessed by the elty, and n ob-
tatiing which & large portica of this debi was n.
curred, tuereby making the debt an Investment, In
the city report of the Comptroller (page 67) will be
fouml an exace calenlation reguiding the mode and
time of this nitimate extineion of the city debt,

DEFAKTMENT OF TAXES,

The Depaviment of Taxes and Assessiments is
ocomposed of four Commisstonecs, appolnied by the
vomptroller o the city and couity of New Yorg in
Moy, i8is, pursuant to cuap. 868, Inws of 1560,

Lhis aet roorganized e deparinent, ana waa in-
peintivelv dunanded of the Legislatnre in ovder to
enable the department to excrelse 18 Loporiaot
foucilons without question as 10 s authoniy to

i

The Commissioners of Taxes and Assessments
have the power, and 10 18 thell duty to aseertiin
andd X the amoaut of ol the masable property,
liguilkznttd persuunl, in the clry suod county of New

urk.

Trts duty requires the atmost cautiou and del-
eney as well us vigiloucee on the part of the Com-
upssfoners and thetr ocpiiies, s 1f become tie tu-
quisttoria: power of e Jocal government Lo dis-
cuver the property ilable to axation, and the
equallziug power to adjust the burden among our
Pit‘nnlt? 50 Lilal Do oL@ shall pay more than bis proper
share,

Lpon the valugtions made by the Commissioners
the aununl tx 18 levied m the form of a apeeliie
percentage, and upcn the authority of the Comtuis.
sloners o wet depends the Tight ot the country to
the tax lmposed, and the llen of the nopuid taxes
upon the real estate in the clty, OWIng to the cons
fusion which lhad for ten years existad ai o who
righaly held the omee under various laws that
hid been passed, and under various decisions of
the Courl of Appeals upon the coustitutionaity of
sonie of these [awa, the Legslatore, upon the petd-
ton of leading citicens, passed the act ol 1869 above
reforred Lo, authorlzipg tie Comptioller to appomt
Asgessments,
The present incumbents wers appolited and were
gelgeted by the Compiroller equaliy from both polit-
cal partles, s0 as 1o take the arbltrary power of
taxation oul of the sphere of polities and make I,
Wwhat It shoald be, u purely business fanction,

The depurtment has vcen thoroughly organized,
ind 1s one of the most efticlent 1n any cily, giving
ungniiiied satistactlon to our citizens,

The report of the Commissioners is exhanstive on
the subvct, aud cannoet fall to frove decply tnlorest-
g to all who partic pate in the dircct eupport of
e ioeal government,

A comunsslon, composed of Messra. Anthony J.
Bleeeker, Courtiandt Pahmer and Adrian 4. Muller,
1= wow engazed ip commiing a tabular esilmate of
real estale vwned by the ey, Pending its reception
thie Muyor exiracts o general estimate wade editorks
ally by one of the daliy papers of repobhiean polities;
Lt e 15 of opinion that It 18 an estimate too uunt-
mui in valne:—

i'ie while the ity bas safered by irresponsible misgovern.
ment it has Leld o large esiaie of 1is own, which has grown
in value far more rapid.y than iis debt, and which Is to-lny
probauiy wortl, in casli, Gve Lmes s much us it owes, For
Instance, at the present prices of land and houses in this
vhiy, conpelenl surveyors represent the following ss & jow
estlmnte of the publile property held in trust for the people by
aur municipal rulers = —

The Lental Park, containlng 11,000 1ots,at 10,000

BYIONSL , auiianes e O 1 (L X
Twenty Frualier parks ana pluces. eo D00, 000
Ten public markeis ... - sonnnive  DyUUD DGO
UlLy ioi8 nok in puolle nee cenan o,
Water jots and I.H:onl:yn 1.5, 000
Se.renl.;fm North and E By
Croton Agueduct prnpeng‘ s + Ry
Fire Departuent—land, bolidings and sp D50000
Polica stations, Aeeecsascsraeias raye werans LAUDGDO
Fublic educatton—~land and bulldings............ 6,000,000
Courts, prisons aond (e ke, with islauds in the

EAMETINOE. e\ caete voasonnn erenons saaviine vees 1,500,000

TORRY o ovawssnin s dsisan sidsnauiennthiinss we oo SDATL00,000

Diduet wmount of over draft December 81, 15870,,,, 67655
$11,504,970
Tayments —~Warrants rawh..eive. ohoi- ke RRRT 11,017,153

Balance in the Tressury April 50, 1571 ¢ .?.;1?.““
fae't ..rf.a ity

Frnded detit Decomber 31, 1870 ..., .., 48,016,700
i Less amonut redeemed (0 April o, 157 A 0146
47,965 164
Bonds and stocks fesued o Aprid 0, 1871,
us Jollows (—
Dok BODR s vosssssssnssdns aensan 5.8 0
Uity Diaprovemont stoek. L fwdd
Crutral Park lmgrovetne:
ol 18 vaas A 106,100
| Ninth triot L' B
Croton Water Mais L TURN
e 3743 500
Otstanding Apsid 80, BT aeniiiiiissessnn, o BN THLESL
Terapurary debt, representiiy bonds lssuosd ta provide

wards [or opening sirects and lor
the witne,
ssssaasenes s B10,581,100

stoe
a1, 1870
ikl 81, 1871 2 -
4 e cene  HE2R.900
svomeut Fund Honds. i [ 1]
—— B
Chortminn g s enssnvenns s MI0H10,500
Thig debt In redearsn’ide from sessssments to by eolisciod,
dte e e Mood . 1850,
Amuunt ootetandng Decoober S5, 1870 .. ., 0. §3,080,000
These Londs were redesmed Junuury 15, 1871,
Booals g 1871,
Amount lssued to Apri S, 1871 andeipation of
) DL Lives p i

exprpse of imjproy
Jount Decembor

d-:
Biregl Jup

Beie o

s ann s wanes s ses MOTTHLI0
tord perioda, from Gstober 1,
nafa are coldected,

Ceclempi i

af the Cilgy Dok,
1830 s

JB17,700,010

| lncrense sinoe, 1o Aj .‘l‘l 20, 'I!Tln., e & oas 415,414
15,274,658
Payments, eXpenged, Be . . .oiveiqpprosncss w402 x
Waier soCk redestibd. i ocviiiiviasipirsnnss BLEID
—— 588
Oapital Aprtl B0, 1071 o evnenvenssenresnnsersro VR, 16,740
L—=Simkiig Fuud for the 1* e b Fotere Con 5ty Lidds
Cash balnnos 1o credit of this fund, December 81,
] IR AT AR e .
Revetpty slnee, vo April 30, 1871.... badba dbuine Zih A
#257.677
Lews payments, ..., H —_—
Credit balstce Aprit 90, 1870, oiiiiniinmonsnnnn,  S16H86
THUE COUNIY OF NEW YORK,
Stvfa of the Tr&hn:r.
Balaner in the Treasory December 31, 1870, coe o B1892,084

r, couvinoes |
New York eity |

Reveipls from January 1 (o Apcth 30, 1870, 0,0 00ee e By250,008

o, R i SR PR vevsne snenasnesene s 7,027,148
Paymentse—="Warratits draws, .......... TP cons D0MLTIS

Bainuee in County Treassury April 30, 1%71. .., ....‘16!4.“!
| i o the Loty of New Viok,
Frnded Detil—Amonnt Decerator 3, 18%0,. ... ... |20,98) 160

Aumnnl%lr Btovks and Hoods lssued sloss, to
Aprll U, IBTL ws follows -

Now Court House stork No. 8, tennad under
L ILTRE]

tax levy of 186,
Assesviment Fung sy

Total April 30, 1671,

gl 'Il'. -'-‘ r.

Amoimt outstanding Deoemie Pl 1KT, ¥in.

Ruedeemauble Jannary 16, 1571 .
Relecmuble December ), 1851, .,
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Amotnt issted 10 1571 10 April 30,.v..

Toinl, sbsan
Armoust redecied

utstunding April B0, INTL. .ooom cooinienn -..”.“M

Snrorise has been superficially expressed why the
lvestments of the Csinking foud [or the redemption
OF the cily debt'” ure Lot catcelied aud the principal

Lol e de bt redoeed,

ted to the munieipal dopartments of |

Wiaen the Leglsiatord s |

semibled it Junuary last oniy the expenditares tor the |

Judivial, Alderinnnie and Mipanee Departments, aml
for rents sod loterest (ail these expenditares being |
avined by law) remained 6 ve cinsstded and re. |
|.-..| d 10 the Superyvisors, 11 was, theee fore, deemed
tabclons by the Mayor, Compirolier and other ¢ity
Villvidls, wud by o lurge ouuber of Lhoelaors of ol

Bt when the object for which the fund was
originnily established 18 understood, 1t will be
evidont that the investments must eontinue until
the whole city debt is ready tor lguidation.

The ordlusace croating the 1und declares that
The moueys recelved fromw cerialn &peciied sourges
Cute hereby pledged to and constitute a fund for
the redemiption of the city debt, untll the whole of
tae slocks of the olty of New York shail be flnally
pud tully redecimad, '

Toe same ordinance divects the Commi=sioners to
Jnvest e moneys whijolh ahall accumnlate i cers
(o atocks, maKing it lmperative, however, for
thedn, nt all times, 10 glve preference Lo the stock of

| tue city, i the pauie can Le procured at o reasouable

rule,

The ordinance also Aeclarca that thé city stock
porchused by the Commisaloners shall oot be can-
Colled by theln until the flual redempidon of the
Buldslock ) wdd all lnteresl wovruing thereon shgll

Thiesn do’ not include noy prospective valuation
of the istands, in vlew of the opening UFIM Hell tiate ehan-
nel, nor of the improvements projectsd by the Depurtment of
Docks. Bul [t is contidenty expected tint pians now belors
that department wiil wake the piers and the new lote to con-
nection wita them almost as important & source of reveane
to the clty ne the Erie Csoal ever was ol income vo the State,
1t {m true that but a small part of all this properiy w iikely ever
1o be wold ; Lot the ity debt isa len apono itall, so that the pos-
semion of W sustuine the publie eredit; and, besides, it s
properiy in wetual snd prodoctive use, and he only reason
why it will not be soid ix use it is more valuable (o the
city ns a whole for publie than for private purposes,

I has been urged that the city should sell 18 plers
and twprovanie property, and only prepare and en-
loree some unfor scheme of inprovement,  But if
thus were done there wounld not come a uniform fime
iu which the improvemenls could progress or be
{u.irft!ul.ell. Besides, the improved piers wonld seil

or & very much larger price than now, eveu addiug
the expenditures with interest,

There bave recently been made attacks npon ine
city crediy, which originated ln tue zeal of sub-
wienis of the government, ar]lulnmd to place is
new loan on the market, It 18 (alr to wda they
were discountenauced by tae Secretary of the
Treasury. Dut the best spswer W thep 18 that the
Mayor snd Compirolier ind ft the casicst of their
dufies to pegotlate, both at hoine and abroad, in
small or large sums and at nandsome [ummlums&%u
the honds guthorized by the last Legisiature, @
fiscal Looks of the city are always open to 18 cred-
10TE, but the Mayor i8 responsible 101 olten refusiog
thelr access 1o Irmlpunslhm prrsonsd who desired 1o
examliue accounts for undoubied purposes of mis-
representation, cither by concealing some detalls or
distorting othera,  Such 18 also the policy of the
federal government at the Cusiom House and 1he
Treasury. Ald beewuse 1hie accounts and resonrees
of the city are found to be correct and ample, 1t 18
that city creditors retain or renew theiv lonns, and
shivewd bankers wod corporations make request for
¢ily securitles.

The rote of taxation Iin New York clty has never
been 20 greal a8 that In Brookiyy, Boswn, Pliladel-
pliia, Albany, Syracuse, Roclhiester and m otlier
clties whieh could pe named, The attacks upon
what 18 called our excessive mumecipal taxation
ganur.ul,r proceed trom men and writers who conld

elter lmprove thelr ume and vindicate their disin-
terestedness should they turn thelr attention towsrd
the oppresaive federal taxauon inpogurated uoder
auspices of the le' to which they belumi.

It hus been atated over and over agdin by them
that our city taxation was nore than double per
capi/ta than the national taxation. To refute this
absardity the Mayor presents a table, in wiuch 18
shown an estimated consumption of commodities
for the cliy of New York, the natiopal 1ax charged
thereon and the amount of taxes indirectly collecied
un the miilon of lnhabitanta in New York,

ERTIMATI D CONBEMPPTION O)F BUNDRY ARTICLES IN THR
CITY OF NEW YORK TAZED BY GOVERNMENT.

| | Awiotant  of
Edimatel  Ooo Tiksy " gr-
. Bty on Toter | actedy (o
Articley vty "’--E Aol i R
1, ward Mono:
pdive,
Bt e ——— AP SU— . S o
Pig iron ... oo (00000 tous. oo BT per bon., | 420000
Kolley wu |
tvered Irod. ... | 30.000 tona, . ..... T bon.. 840,000
Lead .......oo (2,000,000 ibs. .f[?:rlt’ e 41, 000
Bteel pud wire, . $L000,000 worith, Av. B p.oe.. . T00,000
Hurdware, out
lery and tooi. . | %d,000,000 worth, |Av. 86 p. o... 700,000
Chemicals snd 200, 5 ©
FUEM oo s vanras worth. | Ay, b Baas 804,000
; f.&uo'&ﬂum lnp'.'.m. gg.m
100,000 1bw. .. |30, par Ib.... X
1B
per
!"url.'l‘n wiues...
Champagoe. ....
.hi.ulgg lﬂll.jl " 1 4 200,000
wandy, &e. ... 100,000 one. . . peErdog. .. I,
Foreign olgars,. . 100,00 gs ﬂ M per Ib, 1
I and 26 p. o BB 0
Domestic 1o | [Total tax for the () 4 1800,
bacoo  and ety eollooted, | «.oiienes | B UILY pro.
CIZAYE .occvss (] Mg portion.
Tncowe tax on. ., @1L30000,000. ., ... P Coasses|  B000,000
Un gee.. - AD0,000 ¢, Tent. . ar 1,000
0% Uknr:n anid u&rgu»rud m| o feet . .| i IM.I‘J&H
LT aisrusimniiferebiavannnine {ILIN
Rifuw, velve U { o

yrib
?l-lll and I1ll[
rimmings.. .. | &,000,000, ... ...
Blik dreas donin,
il ed Wit
other materinl. 4000000, .. PR L
Clathe, woolien, | \ [
woollen  drees
aode aud bino- ]
v peas [ LOO0000,, . ....... |65 p.o. Y., 0,500, 00y
.50, 14K

L L e |
Cotton goods, ., |B6GGO00, o0 B0 00 L)
Hujiding  main

Finle, welediue i

‘;rmmll of
Beimated el IR b P
A ticlas, wngition B "'f'fr“jr!:" :"fm:i';"
Anum, = Y lant Mo
g e,
Tumuer, stone, )
mute, coment,|
patnl, glase, o | $20,000,000...... . Av. 25 p. 0... 6,000,000
Prand stationers. 10,000,000 20p.o £,000,000
i . songanns (oW P Quisinins, |
I';,n'ﬁ...'“_...h...., ‘l.duug.:.l’uum.‘.. lén:.hp. !.::-h‘.. _m.::un
nols Al shoes. |§U00M0, ... Uik,
l‘n:;;al a0 dried AR ST o ’ m‘ﬂw
TR pannnuadion) XL R P0 AV, X
(ieen f"'.,",;“"* 1,000,007 ... 14D e €uones | L]
man and Lemp
_rg-vudn lisl.m.cm........ 23 p. Connenas 850,000
m
tawate o LO00000 s 0iiavas [ Ps Covnnanss 20,000
Glussware,crock-
“ry aud porce-
a0 1B P Correis \
el s g 11
On stamps, ... < e Byl siiarennes
o e St L e
Total. o iieciiniansnsasanssssssaansssnasnsasnrass B4R
These estimites are much under the mark, It 18

tnpussible to enumerate all articles, It may be
fuirly assamed, however, that by the oppréssive
system of lederal taxation this great city 18 an-
pually mulcied in Aty milhon dollars of taxes.
How mnch more our ¢itizens pay into the pockets
of a few lavered clusses, through enbanced eost of
domestle manuinctare, 1t 18 impossible to estimate,

Thts uminpenchable statement gives opportaulty
for u [aIr comparison as to whom the nufional taxes
fall upon and o whom he city laxes press. ‘The
cliy tax is composcd of two kiuds, the real propert
tax and lite personal X, The latter does net foll
on tie poorer or workiug classes, But the former 13
held up 4% oppressive on them, luasmuch as it falls
on rentals, ‘To deal with tils tax farly 1o 18

necessary to fix o reutal basis,  Now, the
rental value of roal estate in the city of
New York

Las been estimated by ex;lmrls, on the
valunlon of theyTax Comimissioners 1o be al the very
lowest one hunared and 0Ly wiliten doliars per an-
pun. Thus  they value the real estate at
£76%,000,000, Thewr standard of value 13 less than
the real market valne, A 14X of two per ceul upon
the above snm would amount 1o about $16,000,000,
witich latter sumi 15 about ten per cent on the rental
values. A tenant who pays $200 rent a year would
be, on such tgares, lable through M8 lanilord o &
X of $20, But let us compare this wx with the
Jocul tax of a fenant wio ilves In the so-calied
louest and richest city in the world— viz, Loudouw.
A olicral returp of the local taxation acluaily col-
lected o the year 1866 (the latest perfod at hand) in
St Marylebone, in Lowion, shows & WX Iuted on
the rental s follows:—

On pouwnd af

rentis o lue,
Foor rate . seien aasrens vamavwin sl )
Grieneral rad atering wnd paving.. 0 01
Bawer rate, sesneumernve § Al

1
4

Conreh rate [T I §
Metropollian main drajinkge Tnrapapats L0004
Totalisiearsivannnnnnsnas wree kD 4 by

—on the pound of rental, or 18.57 per cent on the rental.

1t therefore follows that If the London tepant in-
havlls & house at a yearly rent of $2u0he would have
1o pay &3 74 lecal laxes, or nearly double the New
Yurk rate,

1t ¢ould be, hewever, statietically estabiished that
the averuge rent is really about enu-sevenih ol n
muochanie’s earnings 1oour ey, Thus, & wan, in
order to pay #200 rent per anpum, ought to earn

1,400, Tne avernge rent of the working clusses 18

2 40 1o §2 60 per wechk, or 50 per auunum, The
clly tax, theretore, on that most usefol class of citl-
Zels 18, or should be §13 per annum, wiach, I i
vided as per usual rate of o family of six, would be
$2 17 per capiia.

Then low docesd the natlonal taxation conipare
withall thisy Say tuat o tawtly, consisting of two
aduits and lour children, consuuie ol the following
five artlol s (08 sotunl SIBtstics Average 1n A fawlly
whose head receives §700 a4 YO4r wWuges) —

| Amomunt
Por Weel, Ameend Irudy. o T,
Sugar and molasses #1 96 Averame, 60 per cent.| Ao,
TR 5 insnanaasinnian 51| Avernce, 8 per cent.|  20ige.
3 1100 per cent, e,
Foap and starch,, Bo 10 per oent. 180,0
Conl, 16 ton..., ¢ 1 1| #1 %5 per won, and in-
cludmyg protection. | 2le.

The tax, therefore, patd to government by such a
foaily, 1 84Y;, 15 $08 ¢4 per annuo on these sim-

e fve artleles of necessity,  Of course there has to
e adied n wmx on clotiiug, bossehold articles,
lyuors, tobaeco and o hundred other arieies; ana
{v 15 fuir 1o assune that & mechanie, with six o the
lamnily, 18 taxed by governinenl ab least $10v per
annum, or fully one-seveuth of his earniugs, or
§16 UG per capate, or nearly clght times more thun he
15 taxed by the eily 1nowhich he ives, Besides, It must
be remembered thist the ¢ity gives hlin something
for s tux, such as jre¢ schools, hospilal service,
lealth lezsiatlon, police protection, use of parks
and water, &e., while the goverament gives him
nothing in reiurn beyond extending over him tie
wgls of 113 military protecuon,

1t conld be furthermore shown that while the city
taxation, as & rule, falls heavy on capital, great in-
comes pud stately inaasions, the goyvernmeat taxes
full 2olely on the labor of the country snd m a most
ridiculously small degree en opulence and wealih.

A mechniie earmng §700 per annuin sud being SIx
in o lamily, as belore shown, pays to the pationad

overnment §68 64 tax on live aracles—viz., sogar,
ed, coffee, soap, stureh and conl—which wone is
atiout one-tenth of hs ncome.

Suppuse next an instacee of @ vich family consist-
g of 8iX, whose income |8 $100,000 per nanam,
what wounld their nadonal tax be on thiose five
articles Buppose them 1o use or squader three
ties the sime amount of commo ates a= the drat
named fwuily—'or instaice, 25 tons of coal per
fannm, 150 ponnds of coffee and 75 pounds of tea.
The ax per annwma for the rich famiy wonld thea
be §205 92, which 13 a four hundred and elghtierh
part of e income of §100,000, or, inan income of
10,000, abont ouse lorty-eighth pari of the lucoma,

sappose, Aguin, acity titonaaire to consune,
during the year, fren dozeu ol the be-t champagne,
costng $300; the government tax therdon I8 £
a dozen, or $60, which 18 only 20 per ceut on the
gross amount, Suppose a cily mechaulo tu use two
gallons of whiskey per anuom, at $1 per gallon;
the tax ‘hereon 18 fily cenly per gallon, or lue per
Cent on the gross amount. _

Under these ilinstrations what logicaliy becomes
of the absurd churge that by comparizon will féde-
ral taxation the munieipal [s oppressive

It 18 10 contemnplation to dispose of much city
property, such as plots and buildingsd heretofore
used by city departments, as well as market and
pler property. It 18 belleved LY the commmsioners
of the sinking fand that st least §56,000,000 can be
realized to the fond for extinction ol the city debt
by such o sale. Wiihin the next year the intention
of the commissioners of the sinking fand will

assume & practical and  gerviceabie shupe. 1t
18 desirable that the Toperty  now  used
for markets should continue to be s0 used,

but i1n the hoands of individoals or  compas
nies, 1t has not been the Wish of the city authorities
{0 embArrass markel privileges of properiy, but only
to disincumber themselves of the trouble and ex.
pense of publicly malntsning markels atler de-
velopmenty of puilie economy LaAve SHown Lhut u.
dividunia or Primre corporations can better dis-
chiarge market duly than can o municipal corpora-
tion. Indeed, treating the muarket tratie as a4 husi-
ness, why should the city carry wiut oo any molre
than any other specles?

POLICE.

Kext to clty finances the subject mosl important
to the public §s the mainienance of goud oraer ana
the suppreéssion aod punlsiment of eérime, 101s a
partisin fastiion to eali New York city the wickedest
one in the civilized world, Lut notwithstandiog
that the refuse vice and crime of every lown, villuge
aud city of this country, and of thoseé ol many
forelgn countries, 18 substantally draiped Into New
York city, it has o less percentage of crime cou-
mitled every year, In proportion to the number of
118 inhabltants, than 1s committed with the mnjority
ol the New Englund cities. Cltlzens who will take the
troubie during the next two or turee months, while
reading the newspapers, to ohserve and unmber the
aceonnts of crime and vice from places elsewhere
than In New York, will not ueed statlstics to sup-
port these averments, Our very homicides are, with
rire exceptions, the results of chance-medley und
Iccutenta encounters, For reports of cruel grodge-
cherl<hed murders and dhominable, romantic or
plotied crimes, the sensatlon press-search elsewhere
thun in New York: ‘The Boston Advertiser, which
14 not a democratic newspaper, recently comment.
lnlﬂ:.lpon the resull 1 the Foster cuse remarks —

lmhl(.and in spite of 1the general impression to the
ennirary, The way of truugressors who fall inwo the hands of
the law 1n New York is Larder than In almost any other city
in the country. Uoyernor Hoflmao, when L‘-Ilﬁ Recorder,

made himaell & reputation, which Recorder ackett has

worthily sustained, as o terror (o evil dnen‘:hnnd ox-Governor

gn n onoe remarked that he belleved that to iy
AC

t and City Judge Bedford, New York was more 1o«
debted tian (o any other thres mon she bad ever bad for the
repression of erime snd the sirict and rigorous administra-
Mon of justice. Since becoming chief magistrate of the
State Governor Hoffman has rurely exercised the sxecutive
clamency 1o save or rescue crimiosis from 100 judgmeuts of

conres.
It 18 uiso a Atercotyped 'Flrmmn charge that crimi-
nal complaints, capible of helug perfected by con-
victions, are pigeon-holed vy the magisirates and
the istrict Aworney. This is & groundless fabri-
cation. For inslance, al the lime when the present
incumbent of the moyoraity resigned the Districu
Attornersiip, afler twelve years of almost coutinu-
ous service, e 1s sure there was not one untried in-
dletment, or oue uniried complaint in the prosecu-
tor's ofiice, for the non-trial of wnich, either by in-
L #ig evidence nmong the pll;arl, or by extrinsic

depca éasily procured, there did not exist
some absolute reason, fouuded upou dofecis
in the jaw or lu the charactér of (he evidence,
or in the absence of witnesses, The presént rict
Atiorney asseverated the like fmet as to his ofce
and challenges proof 1o the contrary. Agareved
complammanis and even maliclons ones hold such
ready aocess 1o the public ear {hrough communics-
tions In the public press that 1 the assertions here
disputed had heco irue neither of the DMstrict Al-
torueys would have fonnd his socisl relations as
agreenble na they ceriainly are. 1t has been alieged
that new-born zeal agninst crlonuals exisia. Can
any citgen, however, recall the casa of one des-
perado or calprit whose orune (anless shrounded in
an incomprehensible mystery) has not for years and
Fears tm;n Wa exemplarily dealt with as criminals
wre now

The report of the Pollee De}]';.nment makes a good
exlhibit.  But the tlme is at hand when the oltizens
must endure an addlnonal tax of a milllon doliars
Pr year to maintain 7.0 or %00 more patrolmen.

e police report states the nmmber of toe luree &t
2,025 (there are nearly 10,000 in and around London ,)
which gives one policeman to only abont every 4%
ol our inhablitants, computing upon the last census

The ordinary diMouities under which even a large
forve lubors appedr to be well stated in the follow-

1g Lhree paragraphs, quoted from u recent London

tropolitun report—

A nvabem of beata I8 Indispensabie (o ner(y polios systemn.
although open tn the abvinus objsetion thal exery paint in
Lhe bonl is pecesineily unoorecod Tor a [onger oF shorier pe -
rlod, atid that no ons knows whera to find & policeman whan

" anied,
'h"r-:c b auld, &8 & rile, that 8o ormo b gomumiliad mhen

apoliceman s ln alght; ubignity belng activity
and fotelligenon mus us Car as poasiblo gnpply 108 place, and
to develop these qualities to e utmost i2 oue of the great do-
i e T

etectlon of erima (s, after sa10n, & Mokt important
part of the duty of the police force. At the et tua’pwllu
can only make clean tus outslis of the platier, e Iraprove
nient of the morsis aud mwanuers of tne uec'g'-n must be jett

no

to bigher sgencles, and qumulh. the oo eannot hope
to g0 more Lhan preveni a ecerlain proportivn of erine in
euch wn enormons gation as lmn-ru.-;.

The number of arrests stajed in the police report
Beeind groal,  But it must be remembered thal Licse
amtl_u.llillc: l::lhlrl:e“ ND&I}M arrests of the l?{uﬂ
Kon o EUr Tor vagrauey. drunkenness,
disorder and the Hghter uﬂe;gou. Hut the report of
the rolice Hoard 18 %0 elaborate that it would be

Wasio of time to mdnige i comme s,
ﬁd . the smne may well be of tho reports
of all the other depa uta.  All of them deserve

the most attentive per They would each and
il be here summarized if It were not certnig that
the reroriers for Lhe presa will discharee that duty
1o tlie pubite better and more disinterestedly,

PARKS,

That from the Departmeunt of Publie Parks will be
found pecolinrly interesting, 'The cltizen who walks
or drives about the 1sland, however, may wilness
for mimsell huw matevially and favornbly Lhis de-
{arhwnut. by 1.8 works, had reported to the publie.

be Park Uommlssioners have lrerally fulolled
tuelr expected duty “of making the waste
places gl They have discuarged thelr re-
gpunsiblitty with taste and economy., When
the old d left Ceutral Park as a lega
to the new one the advocales of the former clulmgﬁ
that this Park would now go to roilo. DBut its
widened roads, Its new pathd, its inproved drain-
age, 18 newly opened landscapes, ia aniversally
neat appearance, ity ineressea spdmnlstratlon 1o
prevenung disorder, 1ts musenm aad 1ts new plans,

cur:y wilh them many reasons lor the pre-
valling approval of the 'Pupulauu. With any
set of men who Dbhave done well, but must

give piaca unto others, 1t 18 naturul to induige
1 appreliensions wbout successors. Fow lndi-
viluals encounter even death without wondering
how will tie worla progress without whem, HBuc
even cony books inlorm us that what man has done
man can do, mwortilyinge as such o redection ey be
to one who hopes o pest Keep hia memory green
gLru'arenllns olhers 1o sharlng in or ewulating
OWA grenlness.
FIRE AND WEALTIL

Not & suggestion of complainy has bean made
througnout Lhe year agalnst the Flre Departineut.
Iv is uiiversally appreciated,

The Healih Departnent (warring as It peculiarly
does and most sgalnst pessonal iberty and property
uses) Las also wou encomiums [roi the clizeus,

WORLS,

The Department of Public Works 18 Just now a
cosily oue, The foresight of its eminently execative
chief lust snmuaer prevented great disaster to the
city Irom wireatened Jusulliciency of water suppiy.
1i 1% ansolutely necessary that he shonld 1 this year
aequire all the water property possible 1n the coun-
ties rributary to New York i ovder to provide not
80 greatiy fur the bredeni as for the future, and that
uot ouly of Manhattau Island, bue as well of West-
chieater conuty, wlien Lhe metropolis shall absorb is
growing towns,

It 18 also necessary that he ghould make large ex-
penditinres loF repuring sewers and relavlog aud
extendlog Croton pupes,  Toae old eroton bowrds
claim eredlt for economy, but they receive the Crodit
whlle there 15 a great deblt 1o thelr toresight. 1t s
dne to the emlnent engmeer In this department, Alr,
Edward 15 Tracy, that the Mayor should emphasize
in an onletal document the popubse verdict to Mr,
Truey's uatuteiess, skill and practical siality in his
greal profession,

POCKER,

The report of the Depariment of Docks and that
of its renowied engineer, General MeClelan, has, W
obedience o popuiar demand, alresdy been wade
publie to the press: and 1L has been s favorably
commented upon gs e great value Lo the cley de-
muaids,  As this departmeit 18 o new aod & very li-
portant oue, the Mayor wkesd occaston o 10aKe
ezpeclal comments regarding 18 (l[!wrn;luu.

for n long scries of yeara the wharves and plers

‘ork have bLeen nadeguate

of tho cliy of New
I'nis

to aceommodate the commerce of the port.

connection with the Normal College, for iralning by
actual servioe the advanced pupils of L colicgs 1
the motheda of leachlng,

The course  of etndies has heen improvoed
by the ntroduction of an edeiont system  of
matruction In the German  language, by the
abolthion of e supplementary  erades,
by  wodilleations o the mintles ol some
of the higher graies an the griumar #oliools, (0
moeet the standard roquired jor gilmssion 10 the
Normal Coilege; also by the tatroduetion of state
wrilleg and wrillug In copy books lute the primary
selools and teparbiuents,  increased atiention M
also being given 10 object teaching, Provision lLas
also been mude for efective instruciion of the pupils
of the grammar depariments in the elements of
naturil seience, with a view 1o the tralning ol the
mmervmi (acuities, and 10 fmpart o taste (or the
ltud{ot 113-3 hﬁlel}lfe‘!l npowmtt tlcpe:‘.:llnl.?n;.o
greal au exient gur [y i 4 In civilizag

Co al un‘hqhmenl. ud been abolislied in all the
schools, und some substitule therefor 1s under coa-
sideration by & committee of the Board.

The City College, In charge of this Board as
triustees ce-ofic o, has recetvad much attention, and
an fupro | d by arcangeinents for
ereciing & budding for the accommodasion of e
introductory classed formed of the annual gradu-
ates from roe common sciiools, where students oiay
be prepared for the studles of the college proper.

e wiole number of schiools within the jurisdio-
tion of the Board wasd;—

Normal 01:11051
] Behool tor
Model or ‘I'reiniug LA AN
AIIMAT sehools, boys and girls, .
Privery sehovis and departimonts
Evening schools, male and femule

Cotumduhnu‘h,hu RS I s i Cas sansani s A ann R
Cuolored evenlng scliools, boys wnd gIFIS. ... vviiniieinnn.

Total eatatlished hy Board of Education,... ...
Curporate scliools

TOLAY BEHOOIN. o v0siusssashsaysaases ssshsd ioasnessakssiapas

‘The entire ¢ost of the evening scuools lor the yewr
was $1106,613,

The eotwre cost of the colored schools for the year
(Including alieration of No. £) was $508,070.

The whole number of teachiers empioyed 1o all the
sehools of all grades in December was 2,787,

The vaiue of the real estute held by the eliy for
publie sehwol purposes in 1870, as estimated by the
dupartment, I8 $8,077,000, and the Mayor estimates
{18 personsl property Lo Ye worth one million more,

The management of the schools receives popnine
appreciation, and has been cordially commended i
il quarters, without regard to julitical opinions,

CHARITIFS AND CORRECTION.

The annual report of the Department of Charities
and vorrection 18 aiways too Interesting and valud-
ble to be soridged. None pul the maliciously s
clined ever deprecate the appropriation of wonpy
wiich these city charitles expend from the publio

T L P

| treasury or coarge tne lheads of (his depariment

Das resulted, Mo great part, from the wang of |

legislation to  enaide the local governmeut to
Inougurate s broatl and eompreheusive wharl
and pler Bystewn.  Although the attention or the
Legislature of the Siate nod Leen called olten
to tng subject, and  although, year by year,
the great coutaerclal interesta of our city became
more clamoroud for the introduction of a whari and

Wl extravagance or dercliction of daty. The
prisons, almshouses, workuouses, various Lospitais,
lunatic asylum, inebriate asyium, bureau of ot
door poor, with all thelr various branches, combing
to glve the Department ol Charities and Correckion
the managemsnt ol what may be well termad n col-
lection of small towns, To8 moueys received ior
excise fees will also be devoted to distribution for
churitable purposes, and, to some extent, W tha
educationnl assistanee of ragged gchools,  This tee
gisung private chavitable enterprises with pullle
moneys 18 a4 real economy. 1L saves much puilio
wouey to foster by subsihies the priviiie excibioas
and aubseripuions, which relleves vhe publie anlhort-
ues, in A greac extent, from the expeuse of pur-
ehuslug sites, erccting balldiogs and employing s
foree LW manage the vartous mstitutions, wiich
prove so many protectors against the pauperism,
vuprancy, crime and vice of the future, And the
eitect ol this systein upun the political enucation of
the peopie 18 beaeticial; for where the regulation of
chariries Js assumed exclosively by government,
the people, finding themselves excluded o u-oﬁ
and sympathctic relauons with Lheir Imanagemen
refrain from faking that Interest wineh they woul
1l the matier were not governmental. Paupers and
patlents who seek public charity do S0 wilh only &
desire of reddel, whien they know the government 18
no wore than obeving 1ts laws to give; but they who
oifer themscives to the care of private lustidlions
kmi sentiments of symputhy, gratitude and hue
manity,

The departments work together In aceord and
without jeaionsies.  'Ihe nyor 18 In constuul ¢om-

| munication with each one, s under recent lvins-

Pier system commensurate with the magniiude of |

our tride, yet nothing practical was dooe in this ai-
rection nottl the year 1850, when the wnole frawe
work of our local governinent was remodelled,
Among the most prominent reforms ntroduced by

the city charier ol las. year was the creatlon of
the Department of Docks, with full power
10 uuprove our river  [ront. mie-

diately upon the organization of s depariment
the work of thoroughiv repalnng all unicased cor-
poration piers and bulkheads was conmenced, and
they nuw present An appearance wmost credliahle ro
thie emiclency of the Commissioners of Ducks. But
by far the most important work of the depustment,

a work lu  wlieh every person aud evely
intersst ou s gstand 18 coucerued, lias been
the preparation amd  adoption of &  plan

been directed to act in the Polics
and Heaith Boards a8 an  adviser in affairs
mor? directly afecting the people. He beu.umuni w
& groear extent, the balance whesl In the wunicipal
machinery., A pracical unity thereby urevalls
throughout the departments, Had uwothing else
been galned by (he restoration of local governmens
this fact would present cause for congratulution by
the eiizens who remember forier condicts between

latton  hus

| the iybrid buarda, not only otlicially, but in eXecu-

| men of both parties are represented,

| tlon of work which required concert of action. ‘e

Recent jeglsiation has created o Board of Btrees
Openings, composed ol rameipil oflcials, In which
It wiil soon

| become thewr duty 10 extesd and widen several

for Improved WHarves ana lers, Sinee its organiza- |

tlon the departiment has been enguged (n making

i v sl gurveys of th |
EhsInon. ORiche ve anc e i OF S48 iniG | the ofticial functions of the SBupertutendent of Build-

river front: o reconding the phenowenn relating 1o
the petion of the tdes; In waking soundings and
borings to ascertuin the charseier and contour of the
bed of the rivers around the island;: in éxaminmng the
eneetl of enrrents, aud ln making such other genvral
BFUIVEYS UECOSSUTILY preceding the adoption ol o pian.
All the sarveys and examinations have been mide
under the immediate and pecsonal direetlon and
supervision of General MolUlellau, the Engloser-ln.
Chier of the Departinent of Docks.
eareful constderation of the whole sulbyedt the fol-
lowing general plan for the uoprovemeunt ol Lhe
river irout has been wdopted:—

A permanent bulklicad wall of mazonry will be
constructed and the bulknead dne carred out, so

attects and avenues; hat as the primmary cost of
these (mprovenents falls upon the city it would
provubly not be expedient 1o comoicnce the duty
tiils year upon any expenaive plai,

Ttecent legislation has also legally sirengtnened

nes and of \he Flre Marshal, and Gas improved the
pubile safety by uwarding the Flre Department in-
oreased jumsdienion and practical regulavon over

| the manuiacture aud sale of dangerous wod explos

After the most |

BIve substances,

The Mayor earnesily bega the Common Conncil
not lp give approval 10 scosmes for womeueé‘ave-
meuts, nnless property-bolders in rather guiet side
rireets shiould petitionn for them, The wear and
tenr apon Lhose already lald present unmistakable

| wrguments In the case of  decay agalust toew

vhat on the North viver a stre-t of 250 feet in width |

wiil be obtalned, and on the East viver of 200 feet to
Sarry-Orst  sirect, wsud  [rom that oint
of 176 feet, except that around Corlears
Hook from Montgomery street to Grand street the
river street will be only 160 feet wide, From this
pulkhead wall, at cusiances giving silp room for
bandluig the largest shipa, plers wiil be extended in

length  sbout 600 feet, and in width  vary. |
ing from o0 feet t}?r 100 feer.  These
preve will Le  built vartous materials,

elther preserved woocd, stone or iron, in order to
test the question of cost and conventence; ami
wihichever material snonld he found most desirable,
tuking ull circumstances into constderation, will, of
course, be adupted. All the plers will be so bulle as
to be capable of sustalning two, three, or four story
wareliouses, at the same thone leaving a clear pas-
sage for the flow apid wash of the tde, The most
modern couveniences for e guick aud easy handling
of freight will be adopted,

New York clly posscsses an anchorage aren of
11564, sguare miles, of wihich twenty-sevey aud vie
halt square miles are sale and avallable,

The whole water front of the city that can he used
for gommercial purpo2es I about tweniy-nve miles,
The pumber of plers ar preseut 15 oG, of whilch
#IXty-one are owned by private partles and 106 by
the Corporaiion.

The wharl [acilities of the city at prescut are as
fullows:—

North river, from the Butters to Sixty-frst atreet,
a bulkbead with au aggregate lengin of 25104 feet,
and an aggregate lenglh of piers of 31,200 feot, with
@ prer arca ol 1,600,004 square ieet,

SasL river, [rou the Baitery to Fifty-firat stree’, a
builkhend with an aggregate length of 26,404 feet, and
an aggregate lengtn of plers of 18, 150 lect, with o
pler aren of 710,044 square Teet,

Thus the bulkhead and plers give . whar! lne of
twoenty-clght and » hall miles, Wil a pier arca of
2,822,605 squure feet,

The pian of bulkhead and piers, a= adopted oy the
Departiienl of Docks, ﬁwcn [rom the Battery o
Bixty-tirat street, North rniver, a lue of bulk-
hear of 265,743  feet, and @& pler  length
of 37,520 feet, with A& pler aren of 8,326,000
square feet, and from the Battery o Fuiy-
first street, Kast river, a line of bulkhead of 27,005
feet nnd a pler length of abont 28,000 feet, with o
pier area of about 1,780,000 square feet, thus giving
awitogewher wharl lines st which vessels can lie o
whgut 1HIrty-geven mules, with o pier area alone of
wpout b, 105,000 sguare feel. This s an lncrease In
wharf line of about nine miles and in per area of
shout three milllon sguare feer, Witk the lnereased
tacilitles that will e adopted for the handilog,
storing and shipping of goods the butkhead s
pler nrea will enstly accommuodate whatever smounl
of cominerce Alinil seek our port,

The plan adopled refiects great erodii upon (ne
Departinent of Dovks, [ is slimple and yet compres
hensive,

INSTRUCTION,

The Department of Pablic Educatlon was formerly
A cily uepartment, Recent legislatlon has again
made 1t one, Two years i;ga every newspaper in
the elty urged that ail oficers having charge of
edncatlon vught not to be exposed to the scrambles
ol the nallot box, The last Legislnture heeded such
i ostrongly expressed wish, ‘The onlcers (Commis-
sioners, Inspectors and Tougtees) i the Department
of Public Instruciion will hereatter e appointed by

ne Mayor In (he mADner ¢onuuon other clty
epariments,

114 tolal expenditures for all purposed, including
fn';muum on necount of appropriations made in

SU9 of $117,715, and Lo corporate sclhiools of §77,576,
wis §$2,784, 601,

The whole number of piplle tanght during the

aar in all the schools unier the jurisdiction of the

onrd was 200,704, mn ncreare over 1560 of 4,732

puplis,

The total fund which by Inw mmopmved al the dis-
g:mg:uuneur the Board for 1870 aud 1871 was

009, 702,

Three militon one hundred and thirty nine thou-
sand eight hundred dollars was the suu paid by the
City in the same period for the support of the schools
of other portlons of the Blate, 1 additlon Lo the
llll;u’l‘ aurs ratsed for it own schoels,

¥ earefnl estiunules of the aciual reguirements of
Lhe system for these two years the soard asked rrom
the supervisore of the county only the sum of
$6,17K,000, icus the amonnt of the Tund, $1,581,202,
which i# cladmed a8 an Aok of economy, kppreciable
hy those eltigens who are dis 1o lovk at the
operntons of the Board without prefudice.

The polley was [nangurated for the futare of pur-
chising sites and erecting bmidings wnen needed,
With the authority of the l.ﬂlflnlaium. by moneys 1o
be ralsed npon cily bomds, thus relieving the pre-
Acnt papuiation from the main cost of these aml dis-
tributing It among the future generations, who will
realize ina much larger degree the beneflls W0 Now
Irom them than the preseit one can,

Another prominent improvement claimed lg the
astublisliment of the Norial College, lor the higher
edugation aud training ol Iemale graduates from
the grammar schools, with the design of providing
feinule Weachers properly fitted for the services ro-
guired; 1L had an average altendance in 1870 of V60,
(Ao anunal report i appondix to thiis report).

Awouel orimoery s¢hool has been established in

use In a ity of great  trale,  kxperience
ahows that the slone pavements are not ouly
the muost  duorable,  bul  are  satisfactory o
the taxpayers,  Hesldes, the nse of any patent paves
ment 18 an iojustice; and the Mayor iegally believes
i pne againsi toe charter; because the unscof &
paient pavement prevents competion, The resolu-
Wons usually are for A B's or ¢ I's wooden or spe-
il pavement, and at substantially an expressed
wriee,  Tae charter demauds competition and bids
or work to be doune sud awaras to the lowest
bidder. How c¢an  there Le competition for
& pavement for which only oue person—a
patcutee—ecan DI Eyven when properly owners
petition tor wooden pavement, the resolution shonid
reaa lor a4 wooden pavement., In such a coase the

| elght or tén patentees of Wooden pavements (oach

oue regarding his ua the wooden pavemeut) coul
enier into competion and reduce the cost, and per
hapa under compeitlon do the work betier than iof
be bad been by mvoritiim selected.

Tu the Mayor's first message he referred to the fea-
flbiliy of an elevated raliway on arches across
sireets. This measurs has been adopted by the
Legislature, umder the ansplees of variwus heads of
ity departments, and coustitutes the plan known
to the public as the Viaduet Hallway, The a]wetl{
connucneement of this enterprise will mnrk & grea
er i the history of New Yorks prosperity. The
dyrectorsidp of the company 18 composed 1ot only
of gentiemoen favorably known in this country and
abroad ns tinanciers, ratlway men and leading it
Zend engaged 10 commerelial enterprizes of magnt-
tudla, but al2o of others who have studled to de-
vejop nll imuelpal lmprovements, and have had ex-
perienee and practical knowiedge by which to fur-
ther the Impatient wishies of our constituunts pes
gpecting rapid transit,

An evening newspaner, whose polltles are not in
accord with thoese of the eliy government, recently
surveyed its operations, and so well porivayed the
future relations 1o the eity of aill lixi‘rﬂt‘l(‘.'!l improve-
ments that the Mayor will andoabtediy be pardouned
for quoting rrom the editorigl:—

Whenthia (vladuct) vond supplies us with the maans of
rapid bransit, ws (6 will within Gve yoars at the Tartbest, when
i wea wall of solld granite encirelss ths taland and (s adorned
with n row of plors and docks unegualled in the world § when
an avenun of Trom (60 o 260 feet in width  beoiris the
city und effords the wohlest ovportunities for imposiong
architectural elfects as well as  for  commercial  ses;
whon the Fast River Dridge unltes New York in closest
bocds to her Brooklyn “bedroom,” and the bridge across the
Highlands completes oir rallroad system ; with wie enlarged
facitities given (o onr torelgn commaerce by the openlong
the Hell Giate shanael to navigation Ly large steanisrs; with
the completion of our facilitics for transbipment st Harlem,
and with all the other incldentul growtlis in the business se-
eommodations of the metropolis—who will be bold suough
to et lmiis o the wealth or the po rulntion thet will be con-
‘c;ﬁ%nlbd withio tiieen minutes’ ride from the Baltery b

‘Chen we shall just begin Lo realize what an unequalied
itton (ur the sito of & metropolis bas been given to New
ork. The development of the benntiful wllr wocom;
thint of the nselul, aud from Westehenter Lo the Batlery ihera
w:llJn l_nose t? rlone the aye and Al the mind with
wonder and delight an can be meen in the same iarels
tory anywhere eise on the face of the fl . Befors Parls
et regain lier lost beauty New York will ofier to the travel-
ler more utiractions, even in the way of architectoral art,
than were presented by these Parialan stractures which had
not become invesied with the pecullar charouw of historieal
nanoc iations,
1t there were not a at politieal preponderance
of one party In tlus ¢ty over the otlier, so that the
minority leaders could hopefully see their way to
administering munteipal afmics In thelr turn, thers
would undoubtediy be less acrimonious erit
made nupon  the operations of  the el
governmehf, Those who ?‘re likely to obtaln gowu
do not commonly forestall their own setion by tme
|rrudem promises, And muy it not also be said that
rsa hostility would be showa the vartous heada
the city 5orarnmem If they had por beeome
dentally dentitied with State and natlonal rnul.lﬂ
and that their political status as mdividunis really
furnlshes motive for allecks npon thele lupctions
s publie ofeialst
roughont the past year numerons clvic delega-
tlons froin cities and towns have visited New York
cily In order to examine its muomecipal institutions.
Men of poth parties were represented among the
delegativns, Some of them caine, 8% Lhey Wers
frank enough to gdmit, prejudicially predisposed.
But (and _aller ‘making due allowance for e
coartesy of the pleased guests) where prejudices
bint exisied encomiums tonk their pliaced, Inoved,
the general leeling scomed to be oné ol pleasursbie
BUrprise thar the city antliorities were able Lo ac-
complish 80 mueh unaer the many disadviiinges to
which the Mayor has heretofore referred,
In conclnston. the Mayor asks the cltizens o lool
Around the ¢ity and gbserve for themseives if in s
AMaira there has nol been marked bnprovement

throughont the past  year; i 18 health
has  not  heen  assared Ly e (otelligens
vigilance of s competent Board, ana npder ex-

TROTIDArY Vicsaitaes of temperature: 1f [1s strects
lave not been comparatively clean nnder disadvan-
tuges of popular  heediessness about  materinls,
sweepings or garbage, or under the almost sipers
ahle dimenlties which, from our peeullarly sitaated
olly limits, attend the spesdy rémoval of offul, ma-
nuee and stredt deposita; i the policemen nre nod
men  whoss appéarance  and  dlscipline -
Wre  confidence; i the dremen  are  not
alerr,  viguant amd - elfective  m the  per
formance of thelr pecilons duties; if justice 18 nod
tmpartially and efectively administered, snd tha

B0, Bs ApeCdIly U8 the proverbinl luw's delsy w



